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MEDIAN INCOMES GROW IN COMMUNITIES 
AFTER GAMING RESORT OPENED
The data shows no negative impact from casinos on host communities and instead casino openings have 
preceded measurable median income growth.
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Community Impact Study Overview On behalf of St. Tammany Corporation, Convergence Strategy Group is studying the potential impacts that a casino resort could have on Slidell and the surrounding  
community. Currently underway, the study includes a thorough review and analysis of academic studies and reports on the impacts of casino gaming nationwide, as well as independent research on recent casino 
communities similar to Slidell, with a focus on the following: property values, employment, industries most likely to be impacted, small businesses, income levels, tax base, tourism, marriage/divorce, and human 
trafficking. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Exceptionally strong growth in both median income levels  
(26% growth from 2014 to 2019) and population surrounding 
L’Auberge Casino & Hotel after its opening.

Lake Charles 
The casino Census Tract has the highest median income in all of  
Lake Charles, and has enjoyed a 33% growth in median incomes since 
2013. The high and climbing income levels and population growth 
surrounding the casinos in Lake Charles indicates that the casinos 
have not negatively impacted either, and have helped contribute  
to positive trends.

Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Median incomes on the Mississippi Gulf Coast have grown, and are 
projected to continue in their growth.

Pittsburg, Kansas 
Median incomes grew by 51% between 2014 and 2019. The most  
significant change to the area during that time was the opening of 
the Kansas Crossing Casino in March 2017, and it is reasonable to  
assume that the casino contributed to this enormous growth in  
income levels.

Tiverton, Rhode Island  
Median income levels grew nearly 26% from 2014 to 2019  
(casino opened Aug 2018), and while credit for the increase in the  
casino area cannot be entirely attributed to the new casino, it is clear 
the casino has not negatively impacted income levels.
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MEDIAN INCOMES 
CSG analyzed publicly available data on median income levels in select casino communities regionally 
and across the United States, examining how income levels in areas immediately surrounding casinos 
have changed relative to their regions as a whole.1 For comparisons we consider 2019 as most current, 
as it eliminates COVID-19 pandemic-related income impacts.  

We caution regarding the interpretation of the data for this section, as changes in median income 
levels for a community should be looked at in full context. For example, if a casino enters an affluent 
community, it is likely that the casino jobs may bring down the community average, but it could provide 
job opportunities for those with limited skills, or simply desiring to enter the labor force. Alternatively, 
in some cases casinos enter markets in low-income communities, where the prevailing wages for the 
casino may exceed the median incomes for the area. In the case where the casino is entering a low-
income community, there is obvious benefit in that it makes the community and its residents better off, 
assuming the labor market is not tight. However, in a comparatively affluent community, job creation 
that brings down the median income is not a negative outcome for a community, when the likely result 
is that aggregate incomes for the community would be rising, unless it is the case that casino jobs are 
driving out residents that would otherwise be in higher paying jobs (which we have not observed in the 
markets we researched).  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
In all the communities studied, the data show that incomes grew after casinos opened.  The 
communities’ casinos have not negatively impacted median income levels and have perhaps 
contributed to income growth.  Key Findings include: 

Baton Rouge 

• Exceptionally strong growth in both median income levels (26% growth from 2014 to 2019) 
and population surrounding L’Auberge Casino & Hotel indicate that the casino has not 
negatively impacted either, and has perhaps contributed to these positive trends.   

Lake Charles 

• The casino Census Tract has the highest median income in all of Lake Charles, and has 
enjoyed a 33.0% growth in median incomes since 2013.  The high and climbing income levels 
and population growth surrounding the casinos in Lake Charles indicates that the casinos have 
not negatively impacted either, and have perhaps contributed to these positive trends.   

 

 

 
1 Note that changes in median income levels for a community should be looked at in full context. For example, if a casino 
enters an affluent community, it is likely that the casino jobs may bring down the community average, but it could provide job 
opportunities for those with limited skills, or simply desiring to enter the labor force. Alternatively, in some cases casinos enter 
markets in low-income communities, where the prevailing wages for the casino may exceed the median incomes for the area. 
In the case where the casino is entering a low-income community, there is obvious benefit in that it makes the community and 
its residents better off, assuming the labor market is not tight. However, in a comparatively affluent community, job creation 
that brings down the median income is not a negative outcome for a community, when the likely result is that aggregate 
incomes for the community would be rising, unless it is the case that casino jobs are driving out residents that would otherwise 
be in higher paying jobs (which we have not observed in the markets we researched). 
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Mississippi Gulf Coast 

• Median incomes on the Mississippi Gulf Coast have grown, and are projected to continue 
in their growth.   

Pittsburg, Kansas 

• Median incomes grew by 51% between 2014 and 2019.  The most significant change to the 
area during that time was the opening of the Kansas Crossing Casino in March 2017, and it is 
reasonable to assume that the casino contributed to this enormous growth in income levels.   

Tiverton, Rhode Island 

• Median income levels grew nearly 26% from 2014 to 2019 (casino opened Aug 2018), and 
while credit for the increase in the casino area cannot be entirely attributed to the new casino, 
it is clear the casino has not negatively impacted income levels.   
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CASE STUDIES 
The most proximate comparable casino markets to Slidell were chosen for in-depth analysis, as were 
the comparable casino host communities2 of Pittsburg, Kansas and Tiverton, Rhode Island.   

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 
The median household income in East Baton Rouge Parish was $56,053 in 2019, up from $48,535 in 
2014 (average annual growth rate of 2.9%).  The U.S. Census Tract in which the L’Auberge Casino & 
Hotel is located (40.11) had a median household income of $40,006 in 2019, up from $31,727 in 2014, 
achieving the highest growth rate (4.7% A.A.G.) of any Census Tract in the Parish.  Adjacent to the 
L’Auberge property is the boundary line for Census Tract 40.16, which has the highest income level of 
any tract in Baton Rouge, at $117,729 in 2014, and climbing to $141,291 for 2019.  It is worth noting that 
the fastest growing income levels in the Parish were in the casino’s Census Tract (as noted in the 
introduction to this section, this should be an expected result, given the relatively low initial value), and 
the adjacent Census Tract (with already high income levels) has enjoyed higher than average income 
growth.  These statistics are detailed in the following map and table.   

 

  

 
2 While no casino development or host community is a perfect match for Slidell and the proposed resort casino, communities 
were selected by CSG as comparable due to their population sizes, the size and scope of casino development, and their 
recency of development.   



Map 1: Median Household Incomes (2019)
Baton Rouge, LA and Environs

Source: ©2020 Esri

August 12, 2021

©2021 Esri Page 1 of 1
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TABLE 1: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES, BATON ROUGE, LA 

GEOGRAPHY 2014 2019 A.A.G. 

East Baton Rouge Parish $48,535 $56,053 2.9% 

Census Tract 40.11 (L’Auberge) $31,727 $40,006 4.7% 

Census Tract 40.16 (adjacent to L’Auberge) $117,729 $141,291 3.7% 
  Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

 

Additionally, the Census Tract in which the casino is located is projected by the Census to grow at the 
fastest rate of any tract in Baton Rouge – its population of 6,838 is projected to climb at an average 
annual growth rate of 1.94% through 2026 – the highest rate of any in the city or parish.3   

The exceptionally strong growth in both income levels (26% growth from 2014 to 2019) and 
population surrounding L’Auberge Casino & Hotel indicate that the casino has not negatively 
impacted either, and has perhaps contributed to these positive trends.   

 

  

 
3 ESRI Updated Demographic (2021/2026) Data.  https://doc.arcgis.com/en/esri-demographics/data/updated-
demographics.htm  and https://www.esri.com/content/dam/esrisites/en-us/media/pdf/vendor-accuracy-study.pdf  

https://doc.arcgis.com/en/esri-demographics/data/updated-demographics.htm
https://doc.arcgis.com/en/esri-demographics/data/updated-demographics.htm
https://www.esri.com/content/dam/esrisites/en-us/media/pdf/vendor-accuracy-study.pdf


Map 2: Population Growth by Census Tract (2021-2026)
Baton Rouge, LA and Environs

Source: ©2020 Esri

August 12, 2021

©2021 Esri Page 1 of 1
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LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 
The median household income in Lake Charles is $42,942.  The Census Tract in which both of Lake 
Charles’ casinos are located,4 Census Tract 19.01, has the highest median income of any in Lake 
Charles, at $96,250 (median incomes of the top 10 wealthiest Census Tracts in Lake Charles are 
shown in Chart 1).  Income levels climbed by an average annual growth rate of 4.9% from 2013 to 2019 
in the casino Census Tract, ranking it 5th among Lake Charles’ 22 Census Tracts in terms of income 
growth.  While Lake Charles has had casinos for decades, it is worth noting that the Golden Nugget 
casino opened in Lake Charles in December 2014.   These data points are displayed in the following 
map and charts.5    

 

  

 
4 While there are three casinos in the Lake Charles market, only two (Golden Nugget and L’Auberge du Lac) are within the 
boundaries of Lake Charles.  Isle of Capri is located in adjacent Westlake, LA. L’Auberge du Lac opened in 2005. Golden 
Nugget opened in December 2014.  
5 It should be noted that more granular data on an annual basis was available for the Lake Charles market than for Baton 
Rouge and some of the other locations studied.   



Map 3: Median Household Incomes (2019)
Lake Charles, Westlake, and Environs

Source: ©2020 Esri

August 16, 2021

©2021 Esri Page 1 of 1
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CHART 1: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES IN TOP 10 WEALTHIEST CENSUS TRACTS, LAKE CHARLES, 
LA 

 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; dataus.io 
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CHART 2: AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH IN MEDIAN INCOMES (2013-2019) BY CENSUS TRACT, LAKE 
CHARLES, LA 

 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

 

It should be noted that the Census Tract that houses Lake Charles’ casinos has seen a 33.0% 
growth in median incomes since 2013, as compared to a range of -3.9% to 54% in the city’s other 
Census Tracts.    

The population within Census Tract 19.01, currently at 3,294, is projected to increase to 3,384 by 2024, 
reflecting an average annual growth rate of 0.54%, a rate lower than the national average of 0.71%.6  
The adjacent Census Tract to the south (19.04) is projected to grow at a rate more than twice the 
national average, climbing from 6,662 to 7,243 (1.69% A.A.G.).7   

The high and climbing income levels and population growth surrounding the casinos in Lake 
Charles indicates that the casinos have not negatively impacted either, and have perhaps 
contributed to these positive trends.   

 
6 U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates. 
7 Ibid. 
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One of the market’s casinos, Isle of Capri, is not located in Lake Charles but located in Westlake.  The 
median household income in Census Tract 32, in which the Isle of Capri is located, is $52,891.  Income 
growth in this Census Tract has stagnated over recent years, growing at only 0.12%.  The Census 
Tracts adjacent to it, 31.02 to the northwest, and 26 to the northeast, have dissimilar income levels and 
growth rates.  It should be noted that Westlake is home to a large and growing number of chemical 
plants, and has a relatively small population as a result.  Census Tract 32 has only 1,950 residents, 
projected to decline to 1,900 by 2024.  The casino’s Census Tract has a higher median income than 
the surrounding area, but its sluggish income growth and population declines are more likely 
attributable to the increasing presence of the chemical and petrochemical industry within.   

 

CHART 3: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2014 & 2019), WESTLAKE, LA 

 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

 

TABLE 2: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2014-2019), WESTLAKE, LA 
 

CENSUS TRACT 32 (ISLE) CENSUS TRACT 26 CENSUS TRACT 31.02 

2014 $52,574 $48,472 $70,213 

2019 $52,891 $43,232 $80,761 

A.A.G. 0.12% -2.26% 2.84% 

 Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

 

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST 
Assessing the income levels along the Mississippi Gulf Coast is somewhat problematic due to the 
unique nature of the market.  The Coast’s casinos are located along the Gulf of Mexico in long and 
narrow Census Tracts that are largely beachfronts, commercial businesses, and some residential 
housing.  For instance, Census Tract 1 (MS Tract 28047000100) which contains the Golden Nugget, 
Palace Casino, and others has a population of only 253 residents.  The Beau Rivage and Hard Rock 
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casinos are in Census Tract 36, with a population of only 1,170.  Nevertheless, incomes in this area 
have grown over the years, and are projected to continue in their growth, 8  as shown in Map 4.  It 
is notable that both population and income growth are strongest in areas further away from the 
coast and in more protected areas, as the threat of hurricanes and other weather-related 
calamities has increased over recent decades.   

Income levels in the casino Census Tracts range from $47,442 in Census Tract 6, to $14,500 in Census 
Tract 1.  For comparison, the median household income in Biloxi and Gulfport are $48,137 and $39,171, 
respectively.  Chart 4 details the median household incomes in Biloxi going back to 2013, with casino 
Census Tracts shown in dotted lines.   

CHART 4: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2013-2019), BILOXI, MS 

 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; datausa.io 

 

 

  

 
8 ESRI Updated Demographic (2021/2026) Data.  https://doc.arcgis.com/en/esri-demographics/data/updated-
demographics.htm  and https://www.esri.com/content/dam/esrisites/en-us/media/pdf/vendor-accuracy-study.pdf 
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Map 4: Projected Average Annual Growth in Median Incomes (2021-2026)
Biloxi, Gulfport, and Environs

Source: ©2020 Esri.

August 13, 2021

©2021 Esri Page 1 of 1
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The Census Tract in which the Silver Slipper casino is located (302) has substantially higher income 
levels than the surrounding area, with a median household income of $54,227.  The rate of income 
growth in this Census Tract has been an average of 9.52% annually since 2013, the highest growth 
rate in the area.  Conversely, Census Tract 303 which houses the Hollywood Casino has lower than 
average income levels and has seen such stagnate.  These data points, as well as those for adjacent 
Census Tracts, are shown in Chart 5.   

CHART 5: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2013-2019), BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 

 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; datausa.io 

 

PITTSBURG, KANSAS 
The median household income in Pittsburg, KS is $34,956.  The Census Tract in which the Kansas 
Crossing casino lies (9573) has a median household income of $40,859, significantly higher than the 
average for the area.  It is notable that in 2014, the casino’s Census Tract had a very low median 
household income ($26,994), versus its neighbors’ levels of $40,188 (Census Tract 9574), and 
$37,368 (Census Tract 9578).  The most significant change to the area between 2014 and 2019 was 
the opening of the Kansas Crossing Casino in March 2017, and it is reasonable to assume that the 
casino contributed to the enormous 51% growth in median household incomes during that period.9 
Again, as noted in the introduction, the addition of a casino to a market with lower than average 
household incomes should have a clearly positive impact on median incomes. This is especially true 
for this Census Tract, as it is a university area, likely populated by many households for which there 
were students without significant (or any income). For some of these students, the casino provides an 
opportunity for income that otherwise would not have been present, thus creating the strong income 
growth rate. 

 
9 Annual data was not available for all area Census Tracts. 
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TABLE 3: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2014-2019), PITTSBURG, KS 

CENSUS TRACT 2014 2019 A.A.G. TOTAL GROWTH 

CT 9570 $50,395 $52,969 1.0% 5.1% 

CT 9572 $37,750 $36,891 -0.5% -2.3% 

CT 9573 (Kansas Crossing) $26,994 $40,859 8.6% 51.4% 

CT 9574 $40,188 $51,587 5.1% 28.4% 

CT 9576 $37,368 $36,500 -0.5% -2.3% 

   Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

 

TIVERTON, RHODE ISLAND 
The Tiverton Casino Hotel opened in August 2018 and is owned by Bally’s.  It is located in Tiverton on 
the Rhode Island/Massachusetts border in a relatively prosperous area of the United States.  In 2019 
the median household income for Tiverton was $68,102.  By comparison, the Census Tract that houses 
the casino (417) had a median household income of $80,625 in 2019, up by nearly 26% from 2014.  
Growth in the neighboring Census Tract to the west was basically stagnant, and the Census Tract to 
the northwest saw a decline in income level.  While credit for the income level increase in the casino 
area cannot be entirely attributed to the new casino, it is clear that the casino has not negatively 
impacted income levels.   

 

TABLE 4: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES (2014-2019), TIVERTON, RI 

CENSUS TRACT 2014 2019 A.A.G. TOTAL 
GROWTH 

CT 416 $76,435 $76,970 0.14% 0.70% 

CT 416.01 $51,350 $44,750 -2.71% -12.85% 

CT 417 $64,139 $80,625 4.68% 25.70% 

Source: U.S. Census ACS 5-year Estimates; ESRI 

  



Map 5: Median Household Incomes (2019)
Tiverton, RI and Environs

September 03, 2021

©2021 Esri Page 1 of 1
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