
CASE STUDIES

BUSINESS IMPACT 
Slidell Casino Impact Study 
Fact Sheet Number 2 
October 2021 

RESORT GAMING HAS POSITIVE IMPACTS ON 
BUSINESSES IN THE HOST COMMUNITIES
Based on independent research and review of scholarly studies, the East St. Tammany gaming and entertainment resort is 
expected to have a positive impact on surrounding businesses; review of the data on the number of businesses,  
employment, wages and retail sales before and after casino development show a range of positive to neutral impacts. No 
comparable casino development identified where there has been negative impacts on small business from casino resort 
development.

https://sttammanycorp.org/ 

REVIEW OF PREVIOUS STUDIES
Many recent studies indicate that resort-style gaming facilities have positive impacts on businesses in the host 
communities. Studies that have shown negative impacts are flawed with obvious author bias and/or the cherry 
picking of old data from a select properties in non-comparable markets.

Community Impact Study Overview On behalf of St. Tammany Corporation, Convergence Strategy Group is studying the potential impacts that a casino resort could have on Slidell and the surrounding  
community. Currently underway, the study includes a thorough review and analysis of academic studies and reports on the impacts of casino gaming nationwide, as well as independent research on recent 
casino communities similar to Slidell, with a focus on the following: property values, employment, industries most likely to be impacted, small businesses, income levels, tax base, tourism, marriage/divorce, and 
human trafficking.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Baton Rouge-registered  

businesses increased sales and 
grew their businesses after  

the casino opening.

Mississippi Gulf Coast
Since the advent of casinos,  

hundreds of new businesses and 
tens of thousands of jobs have  

been added to the area.

Wheatland, California
Due in part to the onset of the COVID-19  
pandemic, there is no clear answer as to 

whether the opening of the Hard Rock Casino 
in Wheatland (October 2019) either  
negatively or positively impacted  

employment in the area.

Tiverton, Rhode Island
From the year prior to the casino opening  
to the year after, total employment grew  

by 25.8%, and wages grew by 30.4%,  
rates significantly higher than the statewide 

averages of 1.7% and 5.7%.

Pittsburg, Kansas 
Since the opening of the casino 
(March 2017), the area’s gross  

domestic product has increased,  
as have the number of local jobs 

and retail sales, and business  
bankruptcies have not increased.


