
St. Tammany Parish Development District 
Board of Commissioners ZOOM Conference Meeting 

OFFICIAL Minutes June 15, 2021 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

President Marty Mayer called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm. Roll was taken, and quorum was established. 
 
Present on the Zoom Conference: Scott Biggers, Joan Coffman, Scott Day, Mike Gambrell, Bruce Javery,  
Al Hamauei, Oscar Hernandez, Marty Mayer, Bill Newton, Mike Tillman, and Dr. William Wainwright  
Staff: Chris Masingill, Jolie Bernard, Sharon DeLong, Keith Espadron, Elizabeth Lee, Ashley Llewellyn, Kate 
Moore, Jake Nickens, Ronda Sides, Todd Whalley 
Counsel: Mark Balkin, Hardy, Carey, Chautin, & Balkin; David Wolf, Adams & Reese 
Guests: Kathleen Wilkin, Small Business Advocate; Luan Norman, Tri-Parish Works; Mary Bellisario; Rob 
Furman, Griffin & Furman, LLC; State Senator Sharon Hewitt; State Representative Mary DuBuisson; 
Councilman Mike Lorino; Councilman Jimmie Davis; Johnathan Swain, Derek Stephens, Steve Corbin, Jason 
Harbison, Peninsula Pacific Entertainment; Sara Pagones, The Advocate. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
Representative Mary DuBuisson, Slidell, thanked P2E for bringing this opportunity to Slidell, and thanked the 
Board for taking the steps necessary to bring this to a vote of the citizens of St. Tammany Parish. 
 
St. Tammany Parish Council President Mike Lorino, District 4, thanked St. Tammany Corporation for the united 
effort in bringing this project to the parish. 
 
Senator Sharon Hewitt, Slidell, stated this is one of the biggest economic development efforts to the area that 
she is excited to share with the community. The host agreement strengthens the commitment with the 
developer, and she is happy about the possibility of a new sports facility being constructed, but especially 
excited that the levee district needs are being addressed and met within the host agreement. Hewitt noted 
recreation support is needed and flood protection efforts are critical, and significant resources are being 
offered to assist with these needs for years to come. Peninsula Pacific Entertainment is placing significant 
community investments on the table, so voters see the full picture of what is on the ballot in November. 
 
Johnathan Swain of Peninsula Pacific Entertainment (P2E) stated St. Tammany Corporation worked hard to 
guide his organization to make resort project even better and more impactful to the community than when the 
project began. He noted the community agreement represents a very strong commitment to the community 
with the added quality brought to the agreement by the suggestions and recommendations made by the 
residents of St. Tammany Parish. 
 
President Mayer commended Masingill and Jake Nickens on the leadership and countless hours spent on this 
project. Mayer stated the Commissioners here to 1) review the host agreement in its entirety, and 2) vote 
whether STC Board is prepared to execute the responsibilities under the terms of the agreement. He noted the 
vote today is about whether it is in STC’s best interest to host this agreement, not whether there should be 
gaming in St. Tammany Parish. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
With no items being removed for discussion, Mike Tillman, seconded by Mike Gambrell, moved to approve the 
consent agenda items, which consisted of May Board meeting minutes; June 8 Finance Committee minutes; 
May financial statements for the District and THRIVE. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Pacific Economic Development Host Agreement Moved to Top of Agenda 
With no further comments from the public on any agenda item, Chris Masingill requested the item in New 
Business, the Peninsula Pacific Economic Development Host Agreement, be moved to the top of the agenda.   
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With no objection, President Mayer moved Peninsula Pacific Economic Development Host Agreement to the top 
of the agenda. 
 
Pacific Economic Development Host Agreement 
Masingill detailed the terms of the host agreement which included: 

• A historic 5% gaming revenue share (highest in the state) 
• $35 million in guaranteed funding for a state-of-the-art competitive sports and tourism complex 
• Committed investment for public safety enhancements 
• Prioritized hiring commitments for St. Tammany residents 
• Operational assurances committing P2E to a minimum of seven years of portfolio ownership 

 
The agreement demonstrates a new opportunity for St. Tammany Corporation in that, with its existing 
structure and statutory status, the organization is well positioned to become the agent of record for this 
agreement. Masingill further noted the 5% revenue share symbolizes P2E’s direct investment into the 
community with the expectation to reinvest private capital that will address: 

• Additional job creation measures 
• Public safety  
• Public health 
• STEM education initiatives 
• Infrastructure 

 
Masingill stated STC’s intention to leverage and maximize P2E’s generosity in these areas, and that elected 
officials are confident this objective, through the terms of the host agreement, had been accomplished. On 
behalf of P2E and elected officials, Masingill presented the host agreement to President Mayer for a vote by 
Commissioners. 
 
Mayer stated Commissioners had an opportunity to review the agreement, as well as community concerns, and 
was impressed that protections and liabilities had been addressed. Mayer opened the floor for discussion. After 
comments by several Commissioners, elected officials, and P2E representatives, all of which were positive in 
nature, Mike Gambrell, seconded by Al Hamauei, motioned to accept the Economic Development & Community 
Host Agreement as presented. A roll call vote was taken. The St. Tammany Parish Board of Commissioners 
unanimously approved the motion. Motion passed. 
 
Banking Services RFP – Mike Tillman, Project Chair 
Newly named project chair, Mike Tillman, reported RFPs had been emailed to a list of participating banks. 
Deadline for submission is June 30, after which members of the Finance Committee will receive submitted 
RFPs that are numbered (names removed) and use a score card with objective measures. Tillman noted as 
Resource Bank requested to participate in the RFP and as such Commissioner Mike Gambrell abstained from all 
procedures in this process. Tillman noted once the institutions with the top three scores have been 
determined, names of the institutions will be revealed to the Finance Committee and interviews with bank 
officials will be scheduled. A recommendation will be presented to the Board of Commissioners at its August 
meeting, with the intention to be fully operational by September 1, 2021. 
 
Financial Audit Report – Rob Furman, Griffin & Furman 
Furman detailed the 2020 financial audit for the Commissioners, which resulted in an unqualified (clear) audit 
with no material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Mike Gambrell, seconded by Scott Day, motioned to 
approve the 2020 financial audit report as presented. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE  
Masingill noted 16 projects in the pipeline. With new ownership of the Wadsworth site and Parish engagement, 
St. Tammany Corporation is moving forward with creating a strategic plan for the site in conjunction with the 
new owner and AZBY fund representatives. 
 
Site Selection Guild 
As part of this elite industry group, excitement was in the air at its recent conference about the reopening of 
project pipelines. 
 
Micro PILOTS 
Jake Nickens and counsel, David Wolf, have been working on a new model for small business incentives for 
projects under $5 million. The Economic Fund Advisors agreed to invest in the creation of a template that can 
be used by staff to assist small businesses through the process. A test case will be presented at the July 
meeting. 
 
Government & Parish Engagement 
Masingill reported the Parish’s Master Comprehensive Plan is moving forward with the next round of 
community engagement meetings scheduled in Slidell, Covington, and Mandeville next week. He stated the 
Code Rewrite Committee is also moving forward. With the Parish receiving funding from the American Rescue 
Plan soon, STC has been charged by Parish President Cooper and Parish Council Leadership with helping to 
facilitate and develop the strategic investment framework for the American Rescue Plan funding for St. 
Tammany Parish government. In that capacity, STC will be facilitating a series of focus groups over the next 
few weeks, beginning on June 22. 
 
Louisiana Development Ready Communities 
Elizabeth Lee is diligently moving forward with the City of Slidell in its effort to become re-certified as a 
Louisiana Development Ready Community. 
 
New Team Member Recognized 
Masingill concluded his report by presenting Keith Espadron with a framed copy of the press release naming 
his new position with STC. 
 
OLD BUSINESS -None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
The next Meeting is 3:00 pm, Thursday, July 15, 2021  
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:16 pm. 
 
Minutes reviewed and submitted by Sharon DeLong, Kate Moore, and Ashley Llewellyn. 


