
April 14 | 1 
 

 

St. Tammany Parish Revenue Review Committee  

Meeting Notes 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Zoom/In-Person Hybrid 

 

• Our focus should be on the failures of the past; if we fail to communicate to the public that this is a 

renewal, they will think it is a new tax. 

• State mandated expenses exceed $30 million, but we should not go to the public for $30 million. 

o The tax revenue generated will not cover all state-mandated costs. 

• Selling the solution to the public will be the job of elected officials, community leaders, and this group. 

• State-mandated costs are $19 million without capital. 

• The information before this group has not changed; it has evolved to the request of the committee for 

clarity and to present the most complete picture possible.  

• It was not clear before that there were mandated costs that were not connected to the jail and justice 

center. 

• Some mandated costs can be taken care of by the general fund. That’s why we aren’t asking for $30 

million from voters. 

• We don’t need to deplete the general fund to zero. There is $11 million in the general fund. 

o 0.40-cent sales tax would be a million less than the $22 million we need. 

o The $11.8 million in the general fund would leave $3 million going into the general fund. 

• At 0.40 cents, we would be $1 million short. Need to bolster general fund. 

• $22 million of the $30 million is what we are asking of the public. 

• The public needs to know that funds are dedicated. If funds aren’t guaranteed, the DA can’t support 

the tax. 

• If the committee recommends the dedication of funds to the council, it will be a hard sell. 

o Dedicating funds is beyond the scope of the charge of this committee. 

o It will also confuse the public. 

o The council will also not support dedicating percentages. 

o A dedicated tax would also not land in the general fund, it would go into a special fund created 

for ease of auditing. 

• The DA, Sheriff, and Justice Center could be covered with a 0.40 cent tax. 

o The $7.2 million parish mandated costs could then be covered with the general fund. 

• Motion to discuss a 0.40 sales tax with a term of 7 years 

• Discussion: 

o It is too late to get an initiative on the October 9, 2021, ballot. 

o Sales taxes are regressive and disproportionately poor. People in jail are disproportionately 

poor. Adding on to sales tax to fund the jails would be effectively taxing the poor just to put 

them through the justice system that incarcerates them. This will also set a precedent with no 

end in sight. 

▪ Willing to compromise on a combination sales and property tax to ease the sales tax 

burden. 
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o Opposing view: the sales tax is the most fair option for revenue generation because of the 

percentage of non-residents who come to/through St. Tammany to shop and pay into the sales 

tax. 

o A combination tax will be confusing to voters. 

o We already know that the parish council will be against a property tax increase. 

o Plus: we know that the parish is projected to run out of money in March 2022. Property tax 

increases cannot be collected until 2023. By then, it would be too late. Sales taxes can begin 

being collected nearly immediately. 

• Substitute Motion to discuss a ½ sales tax and ½ property tax combination to generate about $22.4 

million 

o Motion fails 

• The perception in the business community is that government is trying to grow in St. Tammany. The 

reality is that the government is just trying to sustain itself and its services. 

o Does the electorate have the propensity to understand why parish government is in need of 

additional revenue? 

• Would like to see $18-22 million for 5 years. 

• 5 years is not enough. Need a term of 7 years. 

• Everyone on the committee agrees that there is a problem that we can’t cut our way out of. 

• At the end of the day, the public will decide on the course of action. 

• The DA and sheriff have both submitted annual budgets commensurate with the failure of the tax 

renewals and eaten into funds. 

• The public should be willing to pay for a high-functioning, high-ethics DA office. 

• In March 2021, for every 100 residents in St. Tammany, there were 70 visitors. This bolsters the case 

for sales tax and support from visitors/non-residents. We need to tap into as much revenue from non-

residents as possible. 

• We don’t need to be territorial. We are all in this together. 

• Motion for roll call vote on recommending a 0.40 cent sales tax with a term of 7 years 

o Roll call vote passes 


