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May 17, 2019 

 
President Marty Mayer called the meeting to order at 10:32 am. Quorum and roll call were established 
by members present.  
 

Present: Rhonda Bagby, Scott Biggers, Scott Day, Mike Gambrell, Al Hamauei, Bruce Javery, Bill 
Newton, Marty Mayer, Dr. William Wainwright  
Absent: Oscar Hernandez, Mike Tillman  
Staff: Chris Masingill, Jolie Bernard, Sharon DeLong, Elizabeth Lee, Ashley Llewellyn, Kate Moore, Jake 
Nickens, Todd Whalley, and Fellow Graduate, Jade Sumrall 
Legal Counsel: Mark Balkin, Hardy, Carey, Chautin, & Balkin 
 
Public Comment Period NONE 
 
New Business  
 
Medline Update 
President Mayer called this meeting to update the Board of Commissioners on the current state of the 
Medline project. Earlier this week, Parish President Cooper released a statement regarding the Medline 
project and the Parish’s decision to deny a crucial permit for Medline Industries expansion project.  
 
Chris Masingill reviewed events of the meetings/communications that took place over the past three 
weeks with the Commissioners. Medline Industries is the largest privately held manufacturer and 
distributor of medical supplies in the US, providing products, education, clinical programs, and services 
across the continuum of healthcare. Medline is a Fortune 500 company currently employing individuals 
in its current location in St. Tammany Parish. The expansion project has an estimated $53 million dollar 
capital investment and an estimate creation of up to 460 new direct jobs.  
  
Masingill anticipates continued discussions with Medline, the project developer, Parish Council, parish 
administration and planning department technical staff, as we continue to help secure the largest 
logistics business expansion project in the history of St. Tammany Parish. Masingill announced the 
Parish Board of Adjustments will convene on October 6 to hear further details on the project. 
 
President Mayer opened the meeting for input from Commissioners on how to proceed in this matter. 
Commissioners noted the negative impact to the St. Tammany Parish tax base if Medline were to move 
its operations and expansion to another parish or another state. The Board acknowledged the impact 
to citizens’ livelihoods and quality of life if personal property taxes are increased due to the current 
shortfall in the Parish’s coffers. The potential looming loss of 460-plus job opportunities will have an 
impact on our future talent retention and attraction and business attraction, expansion, and 
development opportunities. 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:49 am. 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon DeLong, Manager of Administration  


