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President Marty Mayer called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm. Quorum and roll call were established by those 
present on the web meeting.   
 
Present on the Zoom Conference: Rhonda Bagby, Scott Day, Mike Gambrell, Al Hamauei, Oscar Hernandez, 
Bruce Javery, Marty Mayer, Bill Newton, Mike Tillman, and Advisory Board member, Scott Biggers  
Absent: Dr. William Wainwright 
Staff: Chris Masingill, Jolie Bernard, Sharon DeLong, Ashley Llewellyn, Kate Moore, Jake Nickens, Ronda Sides, 
Jade Sumrall, Todd Whalley 
Legal Counsel: Mark Balkin of Hardy, Carey, Chautin, & Balkin Bond Counsel: David Wolf, Adams & Reese 
Guests: Kathleen Wilkin, Small Business Advocate 
 
Public Comment Period – Kathleen Wilkin urged Commissioners to be ready and mindful as the new normal 
evolves, particularly focusing on the needs of small businesses. 
 
Consent Agenda 
With no items being removed for further discussion, Al Hamauei, seconded by Bill Newton, moved to approve the 
consent agenda items, which consisted of July Board meeting minutes; July financial statements for the District and 
THRIVE 2023; and August 6 Finance Committee minutes. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
CARES Act Resolution 
Masingill credited Todd Whalley for discovering a section in the CARES Act that opened an opportunity for our 
organization to apply for reimbursement of COVID-19 related expenses. Parish Government served as the conduit 
and Sharon DeLong served as the staff lead on this project for us to apply for reimbursement of $239K. Parish 
Government received $24 million in CARES Act funding. The amount received will be prorated, with much of this 
Parish funding to go to organizations dedicated to front line response.  
Mike Gambrell, seconded by Bill Newton, motioned to adopt a resolution naming Chris Masingill as the authorized 
agent to submit the application to the Parish. A roll call vote was taken with all Commissioners present voting YES. 
Dr. Wainwright was absent. Motion passed. 
 
LED Resolution 
Oscar Hernandez, seconded by Mike Tillman, motioned to adopt a resolution authorizing Chris Masingill as CEO to 
execute standard protocol Cooperative Endeavor Agreements and other related documents with Louisiana Economic 
Development on behalf of the District. This signing authority is given to ensure the timely, efficient course of 
business between the District and LED. A roll call vote was taken with all Commissioners present voting YES. Dr. 
Wainwright was absent. Motion passed. 
 
Executive Update: (Attachment A) 
General Update 
Masingill noted our featured section in the August/September issue of EDGE of the Lake Magazine, St. Tammany 
Now, is now available online and in print publication. This issue’s feature is an introduction to economic 
development in St. Tammany and St. Tammany Corporation’s suite of services for existing businesses, Advance St. 
Tammany. This is a great tool to educate the community on various aspects of economic development. 
 
Masingill reviewed the fourth edition of “Snapshot: Impacts of COVID-19 on St. Tammany” which was released on 
August 18. Mike Tillman suggested the idea of expanding Snapshot data as a dedicated research analysis tool as a 
benefit to current and potential supporters of the THRIVE 2023 capital campaign. 
 
The six-part “Corona Conversations” series hosted in collaboration with St. Tammany Corporation, Northshore 
Community Foundation, and St. Tammany Chamber continues. St. Tammany Corporation facilitated the August 12 
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session on Education and Workforce and the August 19 session on Retail and Office. There are two sessions 
remaining in the series. 
 
Masingill shared the reengagement of the Regional Partnership Board focusing on parish-wide, high-level policy 
activities.  Mayer reminded the Board that the RPB was established by former Parish President Pat Brister as a key 
implementation activity of the visioning initiative to encourage greater collaboration, communication, and 
cooperation amongst the entities represented on the RPB 
 
St. Tammany Corporation will host to a Virtual Town Hall featuring Senator John Kennedy and Parish President Mike 
Cooper on August 25 at 9 a.m. (This event was postponed due to Hurricane Laura.) 
 
The final draft of the Impact Report has been completed and is currently undergoing its final proofreading prior to 
release as a digital publication. 
 
Economic Development 
The cooperative endeavor agreement between STC and Tri-Parish Works has been renewed for shared business 
services. This agreement allows these entities to work collaboratively with no duplication of services or activities. 
 
Advance St. Tammany 
This critically significant component of economic development will have announcements on two expansion projects 
within the next few weeks. 
 
Project Updates 
Ampirical is ready to initiate PILOT negotiations, expected within the next 60 days. As this is the first PILOT within 
the new structure of our organization, the way we implement this project will set a precedent in future PILOT 
agreements. 
 
To address development concerns following a recent denial of their land clearing permit application, Medline 
proposed the construction of a smaller building (750K sq. ft rather than 800K) on the current proposed site in 
Covington. Due to their adverse experience with the Parish Planning Department over the lifetime of the project, 
Medline has identified another site and is prepared to relocate outside St. Tammany Parish. With sensitivities 
intensifying on the Medline project, Parish Council has requested a review meeting. 
 
Land and Site Fellow Project Presentation (Attachment B) 
Masingill noted the business development model is changing rapidly and site selectors are demanding enhanced 
technology tools to best understand the landscape of a local economy by simply visiting an EDO’s website. We 
recognize that additional investments to technology upgrades are necessary to keep us competitive.  
 
Jake Nickens added the timing of the fellowship was on target with initiatives in THRIVE2023. With outdated data 
and utility contacts missing, the fellowship was built with the intention of filling these information gaps. The 
fellowship has allowed staff to complete information profiles, specifically for the certified sites, to allow the team to 
submit RFIs efficiently and effectively and strengthen the competitive advantage of our sites and community.  
 
Jade Sumrall, project Fellow, presented the project goals and recommendations, which included: 

• Updating contacts with all utility companies 
• Obtaining estimates from rail companies 
• Initiating speculative building program 
• Maintaining and upgrading data technology with tools such as GeoThinq 

 
Old Business: NONE 
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Announcements:   
The next Meeting is 3:00 pm, Thursday, September 17, 2020 – location TBD 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:27 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon DeLong, Manager of Administration 
 
 


