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President Bill Davis called the meeting to order at 3:32 pm. Quorum and roll call were established by 
members present.  
 
Present: Bill Davis, Scott Day, Mike Gambrell, Al Hamauei, Oscar Hernandez, Marty Mayer, Bill Newton, 
Mike Tillman, Dr. William Wainwright  
Absent: Rhonda Bagby, Bruce Javery 
Staff: Chris Masingill, Jolie Bernard, Sharon DeLong, Elizabeth Lee, Ashley Llewellyn, Kate Moore, Jake 
Nickens, Ronda Sides, Todd Whalley 
Legal Counsel: Mark Balkin of Hardy, Carey, Chautin, & Balkin 
Bond Counsel: David Wolf of Adams & Reese, LLP 
Guests: Kathleen Wilkin, Small Business Advocate  
 
Public Comment Period - None 
 
Consent Agenda 
With no items being removed for further discussion, Marty Mayer, seconded by Oscar Hernandez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda items, which consisted of Oct 17 Board meeting minutes; Oct financial 
statements for the District and THRIVE 2023; Nov 14 Finance Committee meeting minutes; and Nov 19 
Nominating Committee meeting minutes. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
New Business  
Special Presentation – Dr. William Wainwright gave a short presentation on Northshore Technical 
Community College, noting it rates #7 in the nation for fastest growth. He presented its latest video 
representing the partnership of DXC Technology. Members then broke into two groups for a facility tour led 
by Dr. Wainwright and Dr. Jim Carlson. Business continued at the conclusion of the tours. 
Note: Bill Newton departed at 4 pm. 
 
Nominating Committee Report 
Vote on Slate of Candidates 
Bill Davis noted that according to the minutes of the Nominating Committee’s recent meeting, the slate of 
nominees recommended the for the four positions due to expire Dec 31 were Bill Davis, Oscar Hernandez, 
Marty Mayer, and Dr. William Wainwright, all who consented to serve another three-year term. Mike 
Gambrell, seconded by Scott Day, motioned to accept these four nominees for a second three-year term 
which expires Dec 31, 2022. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Finance Committee Report (Attachment A) 
Introduction of Proposed 2020 Budget for STPDD & THRIVE 
Mike Gambrell asked Chris Masingill to expound on details of the 2020 projected budgets for the District and 
THRIVE 2023. Masingill noted with necessary equipment purchases in 2019, the District budget reflects 
structure and increased capacity. With $45,000 due at the first of the year, the THRIVE budget will function 
more as a spending plan supporting personnel while making necessary adjustments to spending as funding 
is received. Treasurer, Mike Gambrell, noted the Finance Committee recommended approving both 
proposed budget plans. Mike Gambrell, seconded by Will Wainwright, motioned to approve the District and 
THRIVE 2020 budget plans. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Financial Audit Engagement Letter 
Mike Gambrell stated the Finance Committee’s recommendation was to send a Request for Proposal for the 
2019 audit. Masingill noted members of the Finance Committee received the draft RFP and were asked for 
feedback. Hearing none, DeLong is to send RFP to the list of St. Tammany Parish CPA firms who are 
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approved for all engagements by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Proposals will be reviewed by the 
Finance Committee members that will make a recommendation at the Dec 19 board meeting. 
 
AWG Resolution: Go Zone Revenue Bonds (Attachment B) 
David Wolfe explained the two minor changes in the current resolution that match requirements of AWG’s 
current lenders. This is the third amendment to the Trust Indenture in conformity to what AWG has done in 
the past. Wolf recommended approval of the resolution. Mike Gambrell, seconded by Scott Day, motioned to 
approve the resolution. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was approved by all members present.   
Note: Dr. Wainwright departed at 4:25 pm, after the vote of this resolution 
 
Florida Marine Transporters (Attachment C) 
David Wolf presented the updated 2019 fact sheet for the FMT PILOT program noting a total of 167 vessels 
currently held in the District’s name with the intention of adding 58 more vessels by the end of 2019 for a 
total of 225 vessels. Effective Nov 1, 2020 the new annual fee will be $139,316. Wolf explained that FMT 
became aware of the District’s preference to allow only new vessels into the PILOT, therefore all vessels 
entering the program are new. Wolf offered the resolution approving the transfer and acquisition of the 
additional vessels. Mike Gambrell, seconded by Al Hamauei, motioned to approve the resolution. A roll call 
vote was taken, and the motion was approved by all members present.  
Note: Marty Mayer departed at 4:35 pm, prior to the vote of this resolution 
 
PILOT Policy Updates (Attachment D) 
Chris Masingill distributed policy updates for ad valorem tax abatement for the board to review and prepare 
for a more detailed discussion at the Dec 19 board meeting. Jake Nickens stated the updates offer the best 
flexibility while educating outside business on how the program works. 
 
Executive Update 
Chris Masingill applauded the staff for its responsiveness to tasks and directives that will lead to the 
sophisticated EDO desired.  
 
He updated the board on the USDA National Finance Center noting a total of four possible sites, two of 
which are in St. Tammany. Though no determination has yet been made, and this is not a traditional ED 
project, they will request a PILOT. Masingill will call a finance committee meeting to begin authorization of 
preliminary arrangements. A cost benefit analysis is already in process. 
 

Because of our partnership with CLECO, three top sight selectors have visited to give feedback on the pros 
and cons of St. Tammany. To be competitive, there are several areas in which work is to be done. 
 

The school board voted unanimously to approve the ITEP for Medline, a major hurdle. The economic 
development summit date is Mar 18 from 10 am to 1:30 pm.  
 
Announcements: 
Bill Davis congratulated Chris and the team on the branding efforts that seem to be making a difference in 
the community.  
 
Masingill called attention to the 2020 meeting dates and requested feedback of any conflicting dates 
(Attachment D). 
The next Meeting is 3:30 pm, Thursday, Dec 19-Koop Drive 
  
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:48 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon DeLong, Manager of Administration 


