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Vice President Mike Tillman called the meeting to order at 3:03 pm. Quorum and roll call were established by 
members present.  
 
Present: Rhonda Bagby, Scott Day, Mike Gambrell, Al Hamauei, Oscar Hernandez, Bruce Javery, Bill Newton, Mike 
Tillman, Dr. William Wainwright  
Absent: Bill Davis, Marty Mayer 
Staff: Chris Masingill, Jolie Bernard, Sharon DeLong, Elizabeth Lee, Ashley Llewellyn, Kate Moore, Jake Nickens, 
Ronda Sides, Todd Whalley 
Legal Counsel: Mark Balkin of Hardy, Carey, Chautin, & Balkin 
Bond Counsel: David Wolf of Adams & Reese, LLP 
Guests: Doug Lloyd, Kathleen Wilkin, Barbara Dodd-League of Women Voters  
 
Public Comment Period – Ms. Dodd spoke of the need for additional questions on the ITEP application regarding 
any environmental impacts a prospective business may have on the current landscape. Legal Counsel, Mark Balkin 
commented the District does not serve in a review role, nor is it a permitting or approving body. Mike Tillman 
thanked Ms. Dodd for her input and noted getting this type of feedback is appreciated and adds to our value 
proposition. Tillman also thanked Mr. Lloyd and Ms. Wilkin for attending the meeting to be part of the process. 
 
Consent Agenda 
With no items being removed for further discussion, Al Hamauei, seconded by Mike Gambrell, moved to approve the 
consent agenda items, which consisted of Dec 19 Board meeting minutes; Dec financial statements for the District 
and THRIVE 2023; Employee & Payroll Certification Reports from Associated Wholesale Grocers, Florida Marine 
Transporters, and Room To Go. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
New Business  
2019 Financial Audit Engagement Letter 
Mr. Rob Furman of Griffin & Furman, LLC was present to introduce his firm with a brief history and thanked the 
board for being selected to conduct the 2019 Financial Audit. Mike Gambrell, seconded by Bruce Javery, motioned 
to accept the Audit Engagement Letter presented by Griffin & Furman, LLC. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Bank Signature Card Resolution 
Al Hamauei, seconded by Rhonda Bagby, motioned to approve the resolution naming board officers and staff 
members listed. A roll call vote was taken. All members present approved the resolution. Marty Mayer and Bill Davis 
were absent. Motion passed. 
 
Committee Appointments 
Treasurer Mike Gambrell stated the 2019 Finance Committee members were contacted regarding their 2019 service, 
and all to serve on the 2020 committee.  Gambrell asked if other members were interested in serving. Seeing none, 
the 2020 Finance Committee is Chair, Treasurer Mike Gambrell, Vice President Mike Tillman, Oscar Hernandez, Scott 
Day, and Al Hamauei. Bill Newton, seconded by Bruce Javery motioned to accept the slate of commissioners for the 
role. All were in favor. Motion passed.   
 
NDA’s and Annual Certifications & Trainings 
Mike Tillman asked commissioners to sign and date the 2020 NDA’s and the Code of Governmental Ethics 
Acknowledgement forms in the board packet. Treasurer Mike Gambrell collected the signed forms.  
 
PILOT Updates 
Chris Masingill stated PILOT recommended changes had been made since the Dec 16 meeting. Jake Nickens and 
David Wolf stated since that date no other changes have been made. Al Hamauei, seconded by Oscar Hernandez, 
motioned to approve the stated changes. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Executive Update 
STPDD is working with Kent Design on the need for speculative buildings.  
Final housekeeping on consultant work with Vision 1st and Economic Leadership is underway.  
 
The framework for the initial Annual Report will include data outlining over $88 Million in capital investment and 
over 480 new jobs, representing a conservative position that can be supported with data and the depth and 
expertise of the staff.  
 
Major program of work in the first quarter of 2020 include  

• the new website will launch at the end of this month 
• the roll out of the new BR & E program 
• the capital campaign engagement 
• land and site program to leverage existing product as an economic development asset 
• THRIVE reporting in February to wrap up 2019 
• Advancing eleven active projects 

 
Masingill stated an announcement is to be made soon regarding an equipment company in Slidell. Its initial 
investment is $4-$5 Million with a 12 person staff. 
 
The first ITEP project for 2020 is in the pipeline. Slidell City Council has been briefed on the District’s initiatives with 
a resolution of support expected in coming days. The four nominees to fill expired seats on the district Board of 
Commissioners to be presented at the Parish Council meeting that night. 
 
As we are taking an aggressive stance with our BR & E Program, Advance St. Tammany, is set to launch in 
February. Kate Moore and Todd Whalley gave presentation that detailed the program’s three-point approach: 
(Attachment A) 

• Direct outreach and business solutions 
• Industry intelligence and communications 
• Engagement and partnerships 
• 50/50 Plan which includes visits to the top 50 major employers and 50 small-to-midsize businesses 
• Clarification of target drivers for St. Tammany Parish (not always the same at the State). 

 
Old Business: Mark Balkin gave a brief history of the pollution policy with Florida Marine. Mike Gambrell, seconded 
by Rhonda Bagby, motioned to formally waive Section 6.09 of agreement with Florida Marine (Attachment B) and 
authorize the District President to sign any amendments that may be required to confirm the waiver. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 
Announcements:  GNO, Inc luncheon Feb 7th  

The next Meeting is 3:00 pm, Thursday, February 13 on Koop Drive 
  
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon DeLong, Manager of Administration 
 


